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	Early Learning Coalition of 

Broward County, Inc.
ECE System Community Partners Gathering
9/16/09
10:00 a.m.

6301 NW 5th Way, Suite 3400

Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33309

	

	Attendees:
	Charissa Agosto, Ellen Breslow, Willie Cameron, Sharon Cohen, Kimberly DiLuzio, Ana Maria Garcia, Jill Gelman, Elizabeth Gonzalez, Maria Hernandez, Monica King, Lola Jordan, Debbie Kay, Gloria Leonard, Danielle Liebman, Angelina Michel, Al Murray, Anita Platt, Layne Polakoff, Beth Preston, Monica Pujol-Nasif, Terri Shermitt, Wendi Siegel, Michelle Sponder, Brooke Tenenbaum, Karla Walker, Khalil Zeinieh 

	

	Staff in Attendance:
	K. Lee Tirpak, Chief Program Officer, Janice Carter, ECE Program Specialist, Marcie Westover, CRRD Assistant, Inez Webb, Administrative Assistant



	Presenter
	Tameika Pottinger, Partnership Specialist - US Census Bureau

	
	I. Welcome and Call to Order
	K. Lee Tirpak

	The meeting was called to order at 10:10 a.m.  


	
	II. Introductions
	

	Self-introductions were made:  Attendees announced their name and agency or organization. 

	

	
	III. Review and Approve Agenda
	

	The agenda was approved by consensus.

	
	IV.  Review and Approve Minutes – 8/19/09
	

	The minutes were approved by consensus.

	Ms. Tirpak stated that the attachment to the minutes reflected the comments made by the group after viewing the Early Childhood Education Professionals U-Tube video; the groups comments will be included in the System Gathering minutes and included in the Coalition Board meeting packet for October.  



	
	V. Presentation:  (1) United States Census 2010
                             (2) Conference Debriefing
	Facilitator:  
Tameika Pottinger, Partnership Specialist

	Ms. Tameika Pottinger, US Bureau of Census, was introduced to the group.
United States Census 2010
Ms. Pottinger stated that she previously worked as an Attorney for DCF Miami-Dade, now a practicing Attorney working for the US Census Bureau. Today’s presentation will include activities prior to Census day-April 1, 2010, and information about the Census 2010. 

Ms. Pottinger began by querying the response rate in Broward for Census 2000:  Every year, the Federal government allocates funds to states and communities based, in part, on census data.  The response rate was 63%, the remaining 37% of the population did not respond, resulting in 37% less funds being allocated for Broward County.  This creates a short-fall in basic human services in the community, directly impacting the amount of Federal funds available for Early Childhood Education. 
· By increasing awareness of the Census, the response rate also increases.
· Reasons for non-response: Hard to Count Demographics identified as single mothers, head of household, language barriers and non-documented residents; everyone residing in the United States should be counted.
· The Bureau has made the process Easy, Important and Safe by creating an official complete reference form with only 10 questions, requiring no documentation.  Forms will be mailed or delivered to households.
· Complete Count Committee (CCC) will be formed by October 1, 2009. 
· “Be counted” programs will be implemented by February 2010, where questionnaires will be made available for individuals who do not receive one by mail. 

Question:  How does the Bureau determine the shortfall?

· The census bureau conducts ongoing Population count, on which the percentages are based.  

Question:  How can local child care centers assist?

· Help with translation and completing the form.

· Become a “Be Counted” site in your city by February 2010
Question:  How is race/ethnicity determined?
· People will self-identify their race
Question:  How to get non-documented residents to complete the census?
· Informing children at school

· Point out confidentiality; by law, the Census Bureau cannot share an individual’s responses with anyone, including federal agencies and law enforcement entities.
Question:  Is the Ad-council or other entities doing any public awareness?
· Many organizations and entities are involved in getting the information to the community.

For more information go to www. Census.gov or contact Tameika Pottinger at 954 461-3672 or by email tameika.m.pottinger@census.gov
2010 VPK/Preschool Conference Debriefing
Comments

· The conference was a huge success, with great excitement and energy, a positive experience with potential for growth into a self-sustained VPK/Pre-school conference for South Florida.  
· New and larger space, like the Broward Convention Center will be needed for future conferences.
· BAEYC is ready to participate and make the conference a combined team effort.
· Appreciation was conveyed to all volunteers and committee members, particularly to Ms. Anita Platt for orientation of the volunteers. 
A hand-out was given with recommendations, pros and cons, and idea for future conferences, the following input were made:
1.  Committee Organization
· Build sub-committee and task-force with assignment to specific areas
· Itinerary with list of presenters posted in a prominent place

· Deadline for Proposals
· Offer group rates

2.  Registration

· Registration packets for school with larger groups of 10 or more participants is prepared and picked up prior to the conference.
· Registration inserts Pre-packaged for schools with 5-10 participants at separate pickup area.
· More registration tables with smaller groups of names.
· Doors open for early for registration
· One packet containing - Id badges, Lunch tickets, program, directions and gift bags

· Friday night pick up made available to centers with groups of 10 or more.
3.   Accommodation 
· Wheel-chair access for Special Needs. 
· Limit accommodation to 30-40 per session; sign-in sheets in each room.
4.  General Information area 

· Visible signage

· Table Tents:  Market early childhood education as building community


	Action Items:
	Person Responsible
	Deadline

	Decision-making will be taken to the committee  

	Committee members present
	

	
	VI. System Celebration and Updates   
	Partners

	School Board of Broward County/Child Find
· The Grow to Five Module consist of 12 stand alone module with basic table of contents; CEU’s are available. For further information visit Department of Education (DOE) website: http://www.fldoe.org/ese/clerhome.asp
· Personnel changes have occurred, with the following personnel:
· Dr. Ilene Miller replaced Claudia Dean
· Claudia Dean, new position - Head Start Coordinator
· Jill Morgenstein, new  position - Early Reading First
· Preschool ESE training for parents be put on the Coalition’s website
· Ms. Kimberly DiLuzio, FLDRS Program Specialist-Child Find announced the kick off for a school and community-wide public awareness campaign for parents. A poster was designed to advertise ESE Parent Education Workshops, which will be sent via email.  Providers/programs may contact FDLRS Parent Services at (754) 321 2211 or ruth.rogge@browardschools.com for additional 11x17 size posters. The posters will also be available at October’s System Gathering.  The workshops are targeted at parents of children with disability; however other interested parents are welcome to participate.  
· For a full calendar of events August 2009 through January 2010, visit the School Board’s website at www.broward.k12.flus/studentsupport/ese/html/WORKSHOP.htm. Saturday is “Week-end with the Expert” series; local, state and nationally recognized presenters will be conducting the workshops; the series will be held at Nova Southeastern University in Davie.
Family Central, Inc. (FCI)
1)  Training information is available at www.familycentral.org
· Four Saturdays VPK Standards training 2:4 CEU’s in Language and Literacy
· Participants will be reimbursed by submitting an application for the Coalition scholarship for $100.
 Broward County Child Care Licensing & Enforcement 
· The county lost one Customer Service Representative in the Child Care Section; however compromises are being made in the County to help some employees keep their job, such as the possibility of an increase in health care insurance and five (5) day furlough plan without pay in order to save some jobs from being eliminated.
· Recommendations were made to eliminate Hillsboro County Licensing, however they were asked to find their own funding, cut several staff, relocate to a County building or increase fees as options to continue operation.

· Licensing is in the process of updating the County’s Family Child Care Home Ordinances, revision of   the Ordinances will take place some time next year.
· H1N1 Swine Flu plan of action to prepare for potential outbreak. Licensing is working with the Health Department to find child care provider locations that are able to accommodate traffic from the general public and have inside space to assist with providing vaccine that will protect against the Flu.  Their efforts are directed at partnership with child care facilities, giving them information to share with parents.  There is talk about Risk Management
· Sun Sentinel has been conducting research on background screening, for child care personnel throughout the State and in Broward County.  They have been collecting data on childcare facility employees throughout the State of Florida for the past (6) months, based on the Florida Statues background screening requirements and the provision for the exemption hearing process. Concerns that the Sun-Sentinel News will highlight in its news clips and articles are persons who have been granted an exemption to return to child care, and those that are repeat offenders after being exempted to work in child care. 
· The State and local licensing agencies are preparing to implement the adopted enforcement policy for child care facilities/homes with the State’s Gold Seal Quality Care designation that meet the criteria. The legislature requires the Department to link the occurrence of licensing violations to a child care provider’s Gold Seal Quality Care designation. The effective date for the enforcement is October 1, 2009.  Class I, II and III violations received within a two year period will be ground for Progressive Enforcement based on state rules of the Florida Administrative Codes.  All Class I, II, and III Violations under the County’s Ordinances will not apply to the progressive enforcement process, but only those violations that are equal to state rules under the Codes.  The progressive enforcement process administered by the state does provide for an appeal process; the County will continue to utilize its due process before child care providers with violations that meet the criteria, which will then be submitted to the state.
CSC Strategic Planning SREL Committee  
· Ms. Cohen stated that the enthusiasm and excitement of the participants contributed vastly to the positive experience at the VPK/Preschool Conference.
· A recent state-wide conference had approximately 1,900 attendees and the Broward event was attended by almost 800 participants – that is an extra-ordinary turnout for one county, and should be treated as a major event in the community. The event was planned and organized by staff volunteering their time, in addition to their regular paid positions. Hopefully there will be stimulus dollars available to include the whole gamut of infant/toddler.
· Take action today on the $8 billion education challenge fund: Opportunities in this Bill will include support for professional development, program rating systems, etc., which is moving in the direction we are going.
· Quarterly SREL Committee meeting will be held Friday, September 18, 2009, at 9:00am, enormous progress has been made this year.  We will review past accomplishments and challenges, and discuss next steps.
Reminder that the BAEYC Conference will be held in Orlando, September 24-27, 2009.
The Early Learning Coalition of Broward County, Inc.
· The recently resigned chair for the Coalition was appointed to a new position in Tallahassee; the Coalition continues to wait for the Governor to appoint a new Chair for the Coalition.
· Department of Education VPK training information has devised a system to put CEU’s on transcripts; for classes taken prior to the online registration system; information will be sent via email blast.
· Centers with service agreements to serve school readiness funded children or VPK children participating in QRIS will be given priority funding for ELC Scholarships: CDA-N, college and in-service.
· Dates for the 2010 ITN process will be announced at the Coalition’s October Board meeting, the information will also be posted on the website.

· The Florida legislature determined that VPK absences exceeding 20% are non-reimbursable.  AWI has developed the rules for implementation, which will be reopened to address major illnesses.


	Action Items:
	Person Responsible
	Deadline

	1) Workshop information will be sent to ELC for distribution
2) Send ESE Parent training put on ELC website

3) VPK Standards Training CEU included on transcripts information to FCI
	Kimberly DiLuzio
Terri Shermitt

K. Lee Tirpak
	

	
	VIII.  New Business
	Partners

	Director of Wyndham said FCI updated provider packet was received with the very useful materials; however, Licensing regulations material was out-dated. 


	Action Items
	Person Responsible
	Deadline

	
	
	

	
	IX. Public Comments
	Partners

	 

	Action Items
	Person Responsible
	Deadline

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	X.  Adjourn
	


	The meeting was adjourned at 12.30 p.m.

	Next Meeting:  October 14, 2009


These minutes contain the action items of the ECE System Community Partners Gathering.  They do not contain all items discussed.  A tape recording of the meeting is held in the Coalition office.  Submitted by:  Inez Webb
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