Florida Early Childhood Education Training Stipend FAQ’s

Q1)	What is the Florida Early Childhood Education Training?
The Division of Early Learning (DEL) and the Early Learning Coalition are partnering with the University of Florida Lastinger Center (UFLC) to share a new round of stipends for completing specific courses.  

Q2)	How do I get a training stipend?
Before you take any courses, you must apply and complete an application through the University of Florida Lastinger Center (UFLC) portal.  Click Here to access the portal

Q3)	How long will it take for my application to be approved?
	It can take at least 3 weeks for the application to be approved, depending on the number of applicants. 

Q4)	What information is collected in the application?
	Please see the steps below to completing the application
	Step 1: Click Here to access the portal
		Read and click the orange button to proceed
	[image: ]Step 1

Step 2: Complete the information below: First Name, Last Name, Email Address, Telephone Number, and Mailing Address.
Then choose which county and coalition you are from. You can only apply to the ELC where your center/home is physically located (your “home ELC”) for a training stipend. 
Then Click the Orange Button to proceed.
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Step 3: Choose which category of educator applies to you. Click the orange button to proceed.Next Step
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Step 4: Read the below message and click the orange to proceed
[image: ]Next Step

Step 5: Click whether your school has either or both School Readiness and VPK contracts. Click the orange button to proceed. Next Step
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Step 6: Complete the next sections with support from your director/owner. Click the orange button to proceed.
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Step 7: Sign and Click the orange button to proceed
[image: ]Next Step



Continue to the next page.

Step 8: Choose up to 3 courses that you want to participate in. Click the orange button to proceed.
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Who qualifies for a Statewide Sponsored Training Stipend?
a. For a center that only contracts with the State to provide VPK, only VPK staff are eligible. 
b. For a center that only contracts with the state for School Readiness, School Readiness staff are eligible. 
c. For a center that contracts for both VPK and School Readiness, both sets of staff 
d. 
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Next Step







Step 9: Certify that all your information is correct and complete. Click the orange button to proceed.[image: ]Next Step

Step 10: Once your application is complete, you will see the message below.
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Q5)	Which trainings are included in the statewide sponsored trainings?
There are four categories of trainings are all accessible online. Click here for the flyer

· Department of Children and Families (DCF): Child Care Training System — Cost $10 per course
· Florida State University: FSU Center for Academic & Professional Development 
· Bureau of Exceptional Education and Student Services: BEESS Portal
· myTeachstone courses https://dashboard.teachstone.com/ 

Q6)	Are the courses free?
The Department of Children (DCF) courses are NOT free. They are $10 each and can be found at the same website where you take the DCF 45hour training at https://training01-dcf.myflorida.com/studentsite/admin/login.jsf
The Florida State University training is NOT free. The cost is $350. You must pay that amount and once complete you are eligible for the full $225 stipend.

	The Bureau of Exceptional Education and Student Services course are free. 

The myTeachstone courses are free but registration for this site is necessary. If you do not have access to the myTeachstone website, please email Gordia Ross at gross@elcbroward.org Subscriptions for myteachstone are first come, first serve. 

Q7)	Will I receive in-service or CEU’s for the courses in addition to the stipend?
Each specific courses have different additional credits.   

Q8)	How do I choose which courses to take?
You are free to choose whichever courses you think would benefit or expand your skillset.  
There are 18 DCF courses, you can take up to 3 courses for a stipend. 
The Florida State University course is fully online and is self-paced. It includes 20 hours of course content and ten chapters of research-based readings, case scenarios, multi-media materials, assignments, and quizzes.
The Bureau of Exceptional Education and Student Services course are 10 hours each. 
The myteachstone course includes seven modules and all must be completed to receive the in-service hours/certificate. 
 
Q9)	Are there any trainings available in Spanish?
The myTeachstone training has a Spanish option.

Q10)	Do any of the DCF courses count towards the Voluntary Pre-K (VPK) Emergent Literacy 15-hour requirement?
Yes, the below courses count towards the VPK Emergent Literacy requirement.
· Emergent Literacy for VPK Instructors (5 hrs./.5 CEUs) 
· Language and Vocabulary in the VPK Classrooms (5 hrs./.5 CEUs) 
· Building a Strong Foundation for Emergent Literacy (5 hours; 0.5 CEUs)

Q11)	How much in mini-grant monies can a qualifying educator receive?
The maximum is $225 per educator.  


Q12)	Does my director or owner need to sign off on these trainings?
Yes, to receive the stipend your director/owner will need to assist you to complete the application form.  

Q13)	What if I am not working at the moment?
You would still need your most recent owner/director to sign the certification part of the form that would accompany your submission. All applicants have to have a sponsoring school. 

Q14)	My center is in Broward, but I also serve children in Miami-Dade families.  Can I get stipends from both counties’ Coalitions?  
You can only apply to the ELC where your center/home is physically located (your “home ELC”) for a training stipend. 

Q15)	What do I need to submit to get my stipend?
First, you will need to complete a reimbursement application through the University of Florida Lastinger Center (UFLC). Click to complete reimbursement application

Then, the Early Learning Coalition of Broward will reach out to you to complete additional paperwork such as your Stipend Vendor Update Form and W9. 

The Early Learning Coalition of Broward County cannot process any stipends until the University of Florida Lastinger Center (UFLC) provides us with the list of educators of successful course completion. 

The Early Learning Coalition of Broward County may need to request additional copies of your course completion certificates. 
Q15)	What does course completion mean?  
It is proof that the course was completed. A certificate is issued when all items are complete.
For the DCF trainings, submit a copy of your CHILD CARE TRAINING TRANSCRIPT.
For myTeachstone, if you completed all 7 modules on language and literacy, please email all 7 course completion certificates to Lucianna Grasso at grasso.lm@coe.ufl.edu or upload 1 PDF file of all 7 certificates below.

Q16)	Can my director/owner pay me?
No, each educator is paid individually by the ELC. 

Q17)	Can I receive a paper check?
Yes, all payment through the Early Learning Coalition of Broward County is through a paper check mailed to your home address.
Q18)	Can I be paid by ACH, Zelle or Venmo?
No, due to the large volume of recipients all stipends will be received in the form of a check.

Q19)	Can I apply each time I complete a course?
You must apply first to UFLC before completing your courses. 
Q20)	What if I have questions?
Please submit all questions to elcbpays@elcbroward.org  

If there are any issues with your paperwork, such as incomplete or missing information, an ELC staff member will contact you.

Q21)	How long does it take to receive my money?
Given the overwhelming response, please allow at least 8 weeks for processing.  



Q22)	What if I took a course already?
You cannot take a course again if you already completed it. Remember all courses must be approved through the application.  

Q23)	When does the training start?
Since all the trainings are self-paced and all are online, you can start taking courses once you have received approval on your application.    

Q24)	What if I already took the course and want to take it again for the stipend?
 No.  You may not retake courses.



Updated 12/5/2022

image1.png
XM Early Childhood Educator Stipen: X 4 v = X

C @& uflqualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_4MEg2622zCud0jtd B % O»00 :

@ & Login| ADP Workfo... - Early Leaming Co.. @ Quality Performanc... | Admin Login @ WELS Login OFLTableau Reports 5} GoToWebinar ¢ https//caresmyfifa.. 3 ADMINBLACKTIE @ BrookesASQ ~ » | [ Other bookmarks

100% =

UF [FLORIDA

UF' Lastinger Center for Learning
UNIVERSITY of FLORIDA

Early Childhood Educator Stipends: Eligibility Application

Please read this carefully and keep a copy for your records.

Training events/courses completed prior to application acceptance notification by the
University of Florida Lastinger Center (UFLC) do not qualify.

Training events/courses will only be paid to the individual with a properly completed and
approved application, a reimbursement application and certification of course completion.

This application will be submitted only once; however, the application for reimbursement

form should be completed each time a reimbursement request is submitted along with
proper back-up documentation.
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Review the following categories then choose the one that best describes you. Click the
forward arrow button to review the category description. Feel free to use the back arrow
button if the category does not fit you and you may choose another one

1:am applying under the following category:

O Category 1: Early Childhood Educator
O Category 2: Applicant for the Florida Infant Mental Health Endorsement (FIMH-E®)
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Category 1: Early Childhood Educator

For this category, you must meet the following

1. Employment Verification
2. Employer Sponsorship Approval (you will need your Supervisor to fill in their
information and provide their signature in this part of the application)

NOTE: If at any point during this selection, the description does not best describe you, use
the back arrow button to return to the category list
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1b. Employment

Please click the appropriate selection that best describes where you are currently
employed

(O Employed in a Licensed or License-Exempt childcare facility, or
(O Employed in a licensed or registered family childcare home, or

(O Employed by a licensed after-school program

1c. Employment
Please confirm you satisfy EACH scenario by checking_off EACH statement below:

[ 1 work a minimum of 20 hours per week with a birth through pre-K population or in an
after-school program for a minimum of 520 hours per year, AND

[ 1 have sponsorship of the childcare or after-school program that employs me, as
evidenced by the signature below.
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2) Employer Sponsorship Approval
NOTE: This section MUST be filled out by your Employer.

I attest that the program is currently open for business and has a current/active SR and/or
VPK contract with at least one Early Learning Coalition or Redlands Christian Migrant
Association, Inc. (RCMA) and this employee works a minimum of 20 hours per week with a
birth through pre-K population or in an after-school program for a minimum of 520 hours per
year. | submit approval of this sponsorship by signing below.

Business Name

Business Address

Business Telephone
Number

DCF, LLA, or EFSM
Identification Number

Supervisor Full Name

Today's Date
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From Florida State University: FSU Center for Academic & Professional Development -
Cost $350

NOTE: This one course will be eligible for the full $225 stipend
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Please select up to 3 of the approved coursework that you will be participating in.

Note: You will need to fill out a training reimbursement application to submit your course
completion certificates within 30 days of completing your coursework. Course completion
certificates MUST be for the courses you select, otherwise you will not receive a stipend.

From Department of Children and Families: Child Care Training System — Cost $10 per
course

Trauma Informed Care for Child Care Professionals

Supporting Children with Developmental Disabilities

Emergent Literacy for VPK Instructors

English Language Learners in the VPK Classroom

Integrating the Standards: Phonological Awareness

Behavioral Observation and Screening

Developing the Socially and Emotionally Competent Child

Preventing Expulsion and Suspension in Early Childhood Programs

Infant and Toddler Appropriate Practices

Challenging Behaviors Awareness and Prevention
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From the Bureau of Exceptional Education and Student Services: BEESS Portal - Cost
FREE

(O Developmentally Appropriate Practices in Inclusive Pre-K Settings
[ Effective Teaching Practices for Students with Disabilities

Access available with a subscription to myTeachstone or by contacting your local ELC or
Regional Facilitator — Cost FREE

Modules:

Language & Lieracy: Asking Questions
Language & Literacy: Developing Vocabulary
Language & Literacy: Ealy Writing
Language & Lieracy: Expressing des
Language & Literacy: Knowedge of Print

Language & Literacy: Letter Recognition

No o s wN o

Language & Literacy: Rhyming words

NOTE: All seven of the modules above must be completed before Teachstone will award
the in-service hours/certificate.

@ !agree totake all 7 modules
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Review and check the following:

| hereby certify that the information provided in this application is correct.
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Thank you for submitting your application! UFLC will be working with DEL to determine your
eligibility. Depending on interest, it can take up to 3 weeks for you to receive notification of your
application eligibility.

If you have any questions or concerns, please reach out to Lucianna Grasso at
grasso.Im@coe.ufl.edu for assistance.
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